POI-HWPF - A Quick Guide

Overview

by Nick Burch
HWPF is still in early development. It isin the scratchpad section of the SVN. Y ou will need

to ensure you either have a recent SVN checkout, or a recent SVN nightly build (including
the scratchpad jar!)

1. Basic Text Extraction

For basic text extraction, make use of
or g. apache. poi . hwpf . extract or. Wr dExt ract or. It accepts an input stream
or a HWPFDocunent . The get Text () method can be used to get the text from all the
paragraphs, or get Par agr aphText () can be used to fetch the text from each paragraph
in turn. The other option is get Text FronPi eces(), which is very fast, but tends to
return things that aren't text from the page. YMMV.

2. Specific Text Extraction

To get specific bits of text, first create a or g. apache. poi . hwpf . HAPFDocunent .
Fetch the range with get Range( ) , then get paragraphs from that. Y ou can then get text and
other properties.

3. Headers and Footers

To get a the headers and footers of a word document, first create a
or g. apache. poi . hwpf . HWPFDocunment. Next, you need to create a
or g. apache. poi . hwpf . user nodel . Header St or es, passing it your
HWPFDocument. Finally, the HeaderStores gives you access to the headers and footers,
including first / even / odd page ones if defined in your document. Additionaly,
HeaderStores provides a method for removing any macros in the text, which is helpful as
many headers and footers do end up with macrosin them.

4. Changing Text
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It is possible to change thetext viai nsert Bef ore() andi nsert After () onaRange
object (either a Range, Par agr aph or Char act er Run). It is also possible to delete a
Range. This code will work in many, but not all cases, and patches to improve it are

gratefully received!

5. Further Examples

For now, the best source of additional examples is in the unit tests. Browse the HWPF unit
tests.
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